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The last irnrnersion \va s in a small fishing/farm ing 
viliage in Southern Luzon, called Barceiona. Here we 
visited a foste r child program which has broad com­
munity implications for women 's education and livelihood 
projects. During this time I had many new experiences 
which included weaving a pencil case , making soap and 
herbal medicine I even had the opportunity to plant rice 
while standing knee deep in mud - fun fun fun . I gave 
the message during the service on Sunday, but the 
person who was interpreting had a lot of trouble with my 
Australian accent, so goodness knows what she told 
them I was saying . 

After this we went back to Manila where we visited 
various Non Government Organisations (NGOs) dealing 
with women, union and youth issues. There we 
discussed our response to the issues we had been 
exposed to in the previous weeks . 

In all , it was a great introduction to the country and 
social issues. Much of what I experienced I am still trying 
to make sense of, but I fee l that the fifteen months 
ahead will allow me time for this . Something I have come 
to appreciate is what I had previously taken for granted 
in Australia: basic things such as electricity, water, public 
transport , ciea n air, free education, iiving without fear 
and having a poli tical system with some accountability . 

In the three weeks since my exposure, I have 
settled into the United Church of Christ in the Philippines 
(UCCP) International House in Quezon City (a Manila 
suburb), just three minutes walk from the UCCP national 
office . It is a very interesting place to live , with many 
people coming and going in the last two weeks. We had 
10 different people stay at various times , from the USA, 
Finland, Japan Australia and Germany. I share a large 
bedroom with 1-5 other girls. depending on who is here 
at the time . We do have a small water problem , as it only 
runs out of the tap for 2 hours in the morning and 
evening , and some days ii does noi run ai ai i. v\le store 

water in two big plastic garbage containers. All clothes 
washing is by hand, which can be difficult with limited 
water. The only other problems are that the phone has 
been disconnected for some unknown reason, the toilets 
don't flush , and we have a cockroach plague. We do 
have electricity, except during brownouts. I know I have 
made it sound a bit awful , but it is really quite comfort­
able , and is a lot better than at least 80% of housing in 
Manila. All the other internationalists are really nice and 
fun to live with . 

At the moment, I am having Tagalog language 
lessons for six weeks. I go into the UCCP office in the 
mornings and help aut with the Ecumenical lnteinational 
Relations Desk (EIRD). doing intellectually stimulating 
work such as stapling and photocopying. I then have 
three hours of classes in the afternoon The language 
dasses are going well and I have great hopes for 
gaining some abiiity in speaking by the end of my time. 

After my 6 weeks, I will commence the fi rst of my 
four immersions in different jurisdictions of the Philip­
pines. The first wi!! be with southern Luzon. During th is 
time , :'11 travel around the area gaining an understanding 
of the issues in the region , and the church;s response . 

(Continued on Page 10 -) 

NO 
BROWNOUTS 

For 
Your 

Uninterrupted 
Dining 

Pleasure 

Page 9 



Philippines Australia Solidarity Group (Queensland) NEWSLETIER I July-August 1992 

LETTER FROM A SOLIDARIST 

(4 Continued from Page 9) 

I mentioned the brownouts earlier. These are 
blackouts, when a region has the electricity cut from 1 ~ 
8 !'lours a day. They call it a brownout as it is cut 
intentionally because the country does not produce 
enough electricity . This is affecting people from all 
walks of life . Businesses are finding it hard as office 
workers cannot use the photocopiers, fax machines or 
computers. The loss of refrigeration causes headaches 
for businesses trying to sell drinks and ice cream. 

Traffic is affected when the traffic lights go out. At 
some of the intersections, people wait for the brownout, 
then direct the traffic, and drivers throw out money in 
appreciation. In my area, we have brownouts in the 
afternoons sometime between 1-5pm, although it is not 
at the same time every day. I have heard that these 
wi ll continue for four years. It is interesting to see how 
people adapt, and you do not realise all that depends 
on electricity until it is gone. 

Some people might be interested to know that I 
have met Kathleen (the first Australian intern to the 
Philippines, who is now back for three years as a co­
worker). She has been a big help and support. 

So at the moment I am enjoying life in Manila, 
despite the pollution. I am catching jeepneys by myself, 
which gives a great feeling of independence. Cobbie, 
my boss at the UCCP is great to work with , and is very 
open when it comes to the design of my program, so I 
have a good deal of freedom to work out the rest of my 
time. 

I would like to thank everyone who has written to 
me aiready. i am sorry that i can not repiy to everyone 
individually, although I am trying. If there are specific 
things that you want to know about, please write and 
let me know, and I will trj to include it next time. All 
letters are greatly appreciated . I think of Austral ia often 
and hope that this letter finds everyone well. 
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GABRIELA TOUR 
cOATES CHANGE 
Queensland: Nov. 3 - 7 

with ·Atel Hijos 

NA TlONAL ITINERARY 
Oct 16 Fly to Sydney from Manila ' 
17 & 18 Philippine Struggle and Solidarity Conference 
19 Rest and Briefing 
Oct 20 to Tour of Australian cities and towns 
Nov 21 : (The women will go to separate destinations.) 

Oct 20 
21-26 
27 
28-Nov 1 

Itinerary 1 
Travel to Alice Springs 
Central Australia 
Travel to Oarwin 
Northern Territory (includes Darwin. Gove. 
Katherine.) 

Nov 2 T,avel to Brisbane 
3 - 7 Queensland 
n 
o Tfiivel to Sydney 
9 - 13 New South Wales (includes Sydney. 

Wollongong. Newcastle. Coffs Harbour) 
14 Travel to Melbourne 
15 - 21 
Nov 22 

Melbourne Activities and Evaluation of tour. 
Leave for Manila 

Oct 20 
21 - 26 
27 
28-Nov 2 
Nov 3 
4-7 
8 
9 - 11 
12 

Itinerary 2 
Travel to Perth 
Western Austra lia 
Travel to Adelaide 
South Australia 
Travel to Hobart 
Tasmania 
Travel to Canberra 
ACT 
Travel to Melbourne 

13 - 21 
Nov 22 

Melbourne Activities and Eva luation of tour. 
Leave for Manila 

Speakers: PETITE PEREDO and A TEL HIJOS 

Co-sponsors: Centre for Philippine Concerns -
Australia and the International Women 's 
Development Agency. 

Other sponsors: Babae (NSW), and in Victoria , 
Committee of Filipinas for Empowerment and 
Development, Women's Action Supporting Filipinas, 
Union of Australian Women, Health Sharing 
Women , A New Vision for Women, Women in 
Industry and Community Health. 

Women's groups from all over the country are 
invited to be sponsors. For more information about 
the tour contact state/national organisers: 

QLD Emer, Minda, or Oee VIC Melba Marginson 
(07) 891 5877 (03) 329 9042 

NSW Tessa or Chat N.T. Ronnie Oracion 
(02) 799 5586 (089) 52 8219 

W .A. Mel Gallagher SA Mario Trinidad 
(09) 493 3568 (085) 82 3002 
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New journal from the Philippine feminist movement ..... 
I WAS ONCE so saddened to see on the "Non-Fiction" shelves of a London bookshop, a study written by a woman whose 
name suggested she was of Third World origin, and whose formal qualifications said, in no uncertain terms, that she was 
a person of some note. She wrote in her section on the Philippines that there was no feminist movement to speak of in 
my country, that Fitipinas accept a subservient role because they have been indoctrinated by the Catholic church and the 
patriarchal roots of their own culture, and that is why it wasn't worth her time spending more than a few pages on the 
subject! I knew she was so very mistaken, but would others? I was, after all, in a bookshop frequented by "The Left", I 
expected better than this on offer. 

But the sad truth for the author of the text and the bookshop's customers, myself included, is that so very little of the 
abundance of cultural material produced by the women's movement in the Philippines is available outside the country . So, 
you can imagine my delight when a photocopy of LAYA arrived in the post. Dated January '92, it is the journal's first issue. 
I hope Petite and Atel will bring copies for sale when they come for the GABRIELA Tour of Australia in October ...... see 
you at the conference. ADA BUSH 

Declaration of the LAY A 
Women's Collective 

We deplore the rape of the motherland: 

~ we are a nation without sovereignty, for Uncle Sam 

controls our political life , has bound us with unequal 
treaties and has stationed his military bases as a dagger 
to our heart 

~ we are a country without contro l of our wealth , for Uncle 

Sam has plundered our natural resources and chained us 
to perpetual debt 

~ we are a country robbed of our spirit, for Uncle Sam has 
instituted a culture of subjugation to and worship of 
everything foreign and imperialist. 

We deplore the rape of our people: 

~ for our peasants are ravaged by the feudal rule of the 

comprador-Iandlords 

~ for our workers labor to death to fill the imperialist 

coffers with capitalist profits 

'i' for our people have no rights nor redress of grievances 

and are instead terrorized by a fascist government 

'i' for our people are leeched dry by corrupt bureaucrats 
who have made a business of public office . 

We deplore the rape of the Filipina by a patriarchy 
ruled by imperialists and feudal lords: 

'i' discriminated against, marginalized, browbeaten and 

subordinaied because, as women , we are deemed inferior 
and suitable only as unheralded, underpaid workhorses 
in every sphere of human endeavor 

'i' depersonalized and commodified because, as women, we 
are deemed less human and considered mere chattel to 
decorate patriarchal ego 

'i'. brutalized. made the object of derision , and by extension . 

the object of the worst forms of politically instigated 
violence and fascist suppression because, as women. we 
are deemed deserving of violence 

~ denied even the rights to our own bodies and to choice 
in reproduction because , as women , we are deemed 
voiceless providers of pleasure, bearers of the young and 

nurturers of the future generations. 

We condemn patriarchy. 

We condemn US imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat capitalism. 

We firmly and solemnly resolve to fight and end the 
rape and subjugation of our nations, our people and 
our women. 

We affirm the path of women 's coiiective action along 
with the Filipino people's struggle for national 
liberation and democracy as the only way to achieve 
liberation for our nation, our people, the working 
class and womankind. 

In the advancement of our aspirations for iiberation, 
we hereby constitute ourselves into the LAYA 
WOMEN'S COLLECTIVE and dedicate our efforts to 
the overall struggle for national, social and women's 
liberation. 

LAYA THE FEMINIST JOURNAL 

In the 10 years since militant feminism was 
revita!ized ~ the Philippine feminist movement has 
developed into one of the strongest, most militant and 
most vibrant in the world . 

Recognising and responding to the need for study 
and theory , LAY A aims to provide a forum for analysis, 
debate, summing-up and pushing forward the conceptual 
development and refinement of our understanding of the 
feminist movement. 

"In sum . LAYA will be 
a chronicle of our 
movement, a forum for 
our ideas, a beacon for 
our efforts , and a 
celebration of our 
womanhood. In this 
way , we hope to 
contribute to the task of 
consolidating the 
continuously expanding 
women's liberation 
movement in the 
Philippines " 
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Far Southeast Project 
( 4 Continued from Page 2) 

During a strong typhoon in 1986, Dam 3 and the 
diversion tunnel gave way, again contaminating ricefields. 

To cut the expense of transporting wet copper 
concentrate from the mine sites to the docks in La Union, 
Lepanto Mines commissioned a copper ore drier in 1986. 
From the start of the drier's operation, local people were 
struck by abnormalities; crops withered, animals died, 
and respiratory disease increased among elders and 
children. Residents became afflicted with blisters inside 
the nose. in countless petition letters to supposedly 
responsible government agencies, they blamed gas 
emissions from the drier as the cause. 

With the assistance of Baguio-based NGOs (non­
government agencies), the people demanded a DENR 
inspection. After 4 years, the DENR finally compelled the 
company to stop the drier in July 1990, only to approve 
its temporary re-commission within two months on 
condition that LCMCo install a scrubber to minimise the 

. harmful gas emissions and promise not to exceed the 
allowed operating temperature. 

However, before the permit's expiry, LCMCo was 
forced to cease its use. Residents point to the burning of 
company-owned trucks in October as the main reason for 
its decision to shut down the drier. The New Peoples 
Army (NPA) is suspected of having burned the trucks in 
protest. The controversial machine has not been used 
since, but the people are apprehensive about its possible 
renewed operation. 

The collapsed tailings dams and consequent 
contamination of ricefields, the disappearance of natural 
springs, and water poilution are sufficient evidence of the 
negative environmental impact of half a century of mining 
activities on the iives of the Mankayan people. 

If we do not stop the FSEP, its tentacles will tighten 
its stranglehold on the Cordillera peoples' right to their 
ancestral land, totally rip out what little remains of the 
forest, and devour the rivers in Mankay-an. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MUST BE A 
GLOBAL CONCERN 

The Cordillera Peoples Aiiiance has iaunched a 
campaign on behalf of the f\,1ankayan people who are 
threatened daily by this octopus, the Far Southeast 
Project. They are call ing for international support in the 
fight to defend a(1d protect ancestral lands and 
environment for the sake of us all and the next 
generations to come. We will ignore Australia's role in the 
creation of famine at our own peril. 

What do we know of Conzinc Riotinto of i\ustralia's 
associated companies in Malaysia and Indonesia? Even 
a casual read of Jan Roberts' history of this trans­
national's impact on Australia is enough to judge its 
regional aspirations. 
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Where once there were swidden farms, ricefields and forests. 

But genocide and environmental plunder are global 
issues, not just regional concerns. Indigenous 
representatives at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Developrnent in Brazil this year made 
this point clearly to the world's governments and 
internationai financiers. Moreover, the Australian 
government's position at the Conference, that it is already 
a fore-runner in the race to save the environment, was 
pure hypocrisy. 

THE U.N. ITSELF IS NOT WITHOUT BLAME 

MINEWATCH, an independent group based in 
London monitorina the environmental imoact of minino 

~ ,~ 

operations world"vide, exposed a United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP)-backed initiative aimed at 
attracting foreign mining investment into the Philippines. 
MINEWATCH Director, Roger Moody, said that through 
production of promotional literature and the presentation 
of three mining investment seminars, "UND? is practically 
helping sell off the Philippines to the highest outside 
bidders." 

Canada hosted the first seminar on February 14 
The second, in London on February 18, was picketed by 
protesters from the Fiiipino community and solidarity and 
environmental groups. The concluding seminar was held 
in conjunction with the 3rd Asia Pacific Mining 
Conference & Exhibition, Manila, March 18-21 . One 
session was presented by the Western Mining 
Corporation of Australia, a firm already condemned by 
the indigenous T'boli of Cotabato in southern Philippines 
for encroaching on their lands. 

Responding to criticisms of its role , UNDP's regional 
bureau director for Asia and the Pacific replied in a letter 
to MINEWATCH, he believes existing Philippine laws and 
executive orders will take care of the environmental 
issues involved in mining investment as well as protect 
ancestral domain and the rights of indigenous Filipinos. 
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But there are no specific laws respecting ancestral 
domain; only a constitutional provision And even though 
the Philippines has some of the most comprehenSive 
environment law5 in the region . in practice there i5 no 
monltonna and no enrorcement - InduStrles can dO wnat 

~ . 
they please. 

(Sources : NORTHERN DISPA TCH and Cordillera Peoples Alliance) 

MARCELO FAKILANG ARRESTED AND TORTURED 

On January 30. 1992 Marcelo Fakilang, Chairperson 
of both the Cordillera Peoples Alliance (Mt. Province) and 
the Cordillera Bodong Association , INith r.NO other 
residents of Betwagan, Sadanga, was arrested by the 
Philippine Army and CAFGU pa'ra-military wing . The three 
were released the next day. 

Marcelo, a well-respected tribal leader, was accused 
of being a communist and NPA sympathiser and was 
tortured. He suffered a broken rib and injuries to the 
head, face, eyes and both knees from punches and 
lashings of rifle butts. Prior to his arrest, Marcelo had 
been in Quezon City with other representatives of 
different Igorot organisations lobbying the Lower House 
of Congress to pass House Bill 33881 which seeks to 
create an Ancestral Domain Commission in recognition of 
the Philippine indigenous peoples' right to their ancestral 
domain (NORTHERN DISPA TCH) 

Illustration : CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
FOREIGN CONTROL IN N.Z. (1982*) 

CORDILLERA 13 RELEASED 

On 27th July, 13 Cordillerans were arrested in 
Quezon City without warrant as alleged communist 
leaders. They were released two days later. 

One of the 13 was identified as Joanna Carino 
(previously the General Secretary of the Cordillera 
Peoples AllianCe) . Joanna last VISited Australia In 1987 
on a speaking tour promoting indigenous peoples riqhts. 
She attended the protest of the Pine G~p military 
installation outside Alice Springs. (NORTHERN DISPATCH) 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND DEVELOPMENT 

In Australia , as in the Philippines, indigenous people 
are not necessarily opposed to a/l mining. Here too . they 
have engaged in small-scale traditional mining. But the 
giant-scale of multi-national mining developments is 
particularly threatening . The invasion of Aboriginal land 
and the lack of respect displayed by most miners towards 
Aboriginal culture and law concerning ancestral domain 
draws another parallel between the histories of both our 
countries. 

Contact: Cordillera Peoples Alliance, 139 M. Roxas 
Street, Trancoville, Baguio City 2600 Philippines. ­
Telephone: 442·7008 or Fax: (74) 442-3099 
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This poem was written in memory of Fr. Crispin Offerman . a Dutch pnest who spent most of his reiigious iife serving the 
poor and the oppressed in the Philippines. Fr Crispin died of cancer last August 15 and was buried in his hometown, in 
south Netherlands. The poet is an underground figure in the national democratic movement in the Philippines. (Reprinted 
from Liberation Vol.4 No.1 Jan/Feb '92, published by the International Office of the National Democratic Front ) 

CRISPIN: TC9CCATA AND FUGUE IN V lvtIN<9'R 
by13v~Cv~ 

1. 
Think of Crispin 

JS Bach comes to mind. 
Toccata and fugue, 
Carmelite and people's war 
Are one. 

Fugue was form and name 
Of his baroque sensibility , 
Point and counterpoint 
Of his Being 
Relentlessly classical 
In singlemindedness 
Of monk and cadre seeking 
What the heart clings to 
And relies upon, 
Yet rhapsodically free like 
Arpeggios and arabesques 
And improvisations become 
Pearl exquisitely misshapen 
In anguish and love. 

2. 
In the revolution , he said , 
Many personal contradictions 
Are resolved : one good 
Reason to be there . 
It filled him with awesome 
Chords and silences, 
Majestic organ music 
To his cathedral , 
Striking fear in the Enemy 
And opening people 
To the power of neighbor, 
To greater Mind, 
Deeper Self. 
The revolution is fugue, 
Therefore, easily, 
Of freedom 
Was Crispin . 

Page 14 

3. 
Beyond scale of passages 
He went to the people, 
Pouring out grain and oil 
Of his heart. 
Such was his music, 
Orchestrating efforts into 
Crescendos of struggle 
Against oppression 
And enabling much care 
And harmony for the poor 
In min istries of service. 

And 'Nhen the jars 
Had their fill and more, 
At the right time 
He ceased to flow. 
But his music lingers on 
Like spirit of Elijah 
In the desert 
Of town and country . 

4. 
On /:"ugust 15, 1991 
The universe set him free 
Praise the exuberance 
Of the man as fugue : 
Bach reaching out 
In concert . 
Bloom of tulips 
Overwhelming the land , 
Justice rol ling down 
Like waters to the sea. 
Chariot of dancing fi re 
Rushing to heaven . 

Forgive his trespasses. 
Replay hi s music. 

Think of Crispin . 
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INDIGENOUS WOMEN, EN-VIRONMENT, and 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PART IV 

By Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Cordillera Women's Education and Resource Center 

CHALLENGE TO FEMINISTS, 
ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND DEVELOPMENT 

ACTIVISTS 

The conventional analysis of women and 
environment has always stressed women as victims of 
degradation of environment. Women have to walk further 
for fuel and water because of deforestation. The 
deterioration of their health multiplied several times over 
because of the . increased burdens of having to carry 
heavy loads over long distances, and because of the 
increasing scarcity of food. 

While it is important to put stress on this. it is more 
dynamic to show the central role that women will play in 
the environmental movement. The indigenous women 
who have been involved in struggles against the 
destruction of the ancestral lands are speaking not only 
as victims but also as liberators. Their comprehensive 
knowledge and experience in the production and defense 
of life in the face of anti-nature and anti-women programs 
of government and other vested interests are very 
valuable . 

The ongoing struggles which they are still waging up 
to the present need the support of those who are 
concerned for the environment and those who are 
against the increasing marginalization and oppression of 
indigenous women. By linking and identifying with their 
struggles, social activists in the First World and in the 
Third World will have the strength to resist the moves of 
vested interests to co-opt their movements. Presently, 
multinational corporations and the IMF -WB are trying very 
hard to present themselves as equally concerned with the 
environment. 'vVrli le this attempt to posture themselves as 
such is an effect of the growing strength of the 
environmental movement, we should never be deluded. 

The dangers of being co-opted can be avoided if we 
do not fall into the trap of handling the issues of 
environment, development or women in a dichotomized 
or fragmented manner. The focus of movements working 
for radical change should be finding common grounds 
among their seemingly disparate struggles and seeking 
strength from the most marginalized and oppressed 
sectors of people in the world: the indigenous women in 
the Third World . 

The formulation of an alternative framework for 
development in the face of the failure of the mainstream 
development model should seriously look into what the 
indigenous women can offer. Those who have fought and 
struggled to maintain their ancestral domain and thei f 
environment at the expense of their lives are the 
environmental and development experts. Their roles in 
history should be made visible and their efforts to 
strengthen subsistence economies should be supported . 

Details of two pen and ink drawings by Ben Cabrera from the 
c:o.rioCloC: ',"!:lrroc: n£ Wnrnon in the f'nrnillor:s ... _ •• _ ..... , ....... ~_ ..... .., .... _1"""" 'fl .... ___ I ........ _ ..... 
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The Philippines Australia Solidarity Group (PASG) 
Queensland welcomes membership of individuals who 
support the struggle of the Filipino peoples for 
independence, freedom and democracy. Members and 
subscribers are . of diverse background including 
Filipinos and non-Filipinos. PASG QlD has close links 
with Filipino community organisations in Australia, the 
Philippines, and the Asia-Pacific region. We receive 
information from Philippine trade unions, religious 
groups (Christian and Non-Christian), women, peasant 
organisations, rural and urban-based groups, teachers, 
environmentalists and the indigenous peoples. PASG 
QlD can provide resource material , slides and videos 
as well as speakers. 

PASG QlD. aims to generate support in Australia 
for ail Filipino organisations working for genuine 
democracy, freedom and sovereignty; to end Australian 
military aid to the Philippines and to oppose all forms of 
foreign intervention in the affairs of the Filipino peoples. 

JOIN PASG QUEENSLAND OR 
SUBSCRIBE TO ITS NE'NSLETTER 

~ Would you like to know more about PAS.G. OLD.? Please let us 
send you a copy of our Aims and Oblectives and Constitution. 

~ Contact us if you would like to know about organised exposures 
with non-government peoples' organisations in the Philippines. 

~ Cash donations for solidarity work are always greatly appreciated. 
Please let us know if you wish to contribute to a speCific project. 

~ SUBSCRIBE to the Newsletter. S12 for 6 issues bv post in Australia. 
(a portion of your payment covers the cost of compl imentary copies 
to other groups in the region. ) 

~ Join PASG OLD - the annual S22 membe rship fee includes 6 issues 
of the Newsletter. We hold reg ular monthly meetings in Brisbane. 

WRiTE TO 
The PAS-G. Co-ordinator. F() Box 174. St. Lea Qid. 4067 

or PHONE (07) 801 5877 

THE PHILIPPINES 

100 Years of Struggle, 100 Years II;;" ... 
of Solidarity Conference (f)/v J;:1 

0'0 

17-18 October 1992 
YWCA Conference Room, Sydney 

PASG Q'ld . 
P.O. Box 174 
St. lucia 4067 
Queensland 

;~~~~ .• ).!~. . 
0~~ 

'~, 


