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Indigenolls Peopies' S"Udarity Deciarafion 
We are the Kanaks of Kanaky, Moluccans of Molucca, Aborigi­

nes of Australia, Burakus of Japan, East Timorese of East Timor, 
Agtas and Igorots of the Philippines. We are the indigenous 
peoples attending the International Peace Festival in the 
Philippines 1991. Also with us are the friends of Jharkhandis of 
India, native Hawaiians of Hawaii, Samis of Norway, Maoris of 
Aotearoa, Tamils of Sri Lanka, native indians of America and 
Canada, and the different ethnic groups of Vietnam, Indonesia 
(specifically the Ache) and the Philippines. We were also joined in 
spirit by the other indigenous peoples from all over the world who 
share with us our common problems, struggles and aspirations. 
We have discussed together our situations and our programs. 
Together we have come up with the following declaration: 

We have spoken in different tongues but we speak with one 
voice - the voice of the LAND, for we are peoples of the land. We 
affirm our unity with Mother Earth - LAND from which springs 
forth our life and our identity as peoples. Our forebears have 
nurtured our ancestral domains and have passed on to us the 
responsibility of ensuring the survival of our identity as peoples. 

But we are threatened by oppressors who do not recognise 
our humanity. We are being threatened by colonialists - both from 
foreign lands and from our own countries - who think nothing of 
exterminating us in exchange for the natural resources found in 
our territories. Governments have implemented programs, such 
as the transmigration policy, that has caused the death of our 
cultural identity. Our cultures are looked down upon and we are 
treated with disdain and discrimination by those who claim to be 
more civilized than we are. Worse, projects in the name of the 
majority have displaced us and caused us to live in marginalized 
states. And yet when we protest against these injustices, the full 
might of armies are unleashed upon us, causing untold pain and 
sufferings. Indeed, we the indigenous peoples have been and 
remain the most oppressed and exploited among peoples. 

Today, even as others talk about a "new world order" , we the 
indigenous peoples continue to be denied our birthright of 
claiming a place of our own. We continue to struggle, sometimes 
even with those working for social change, for the basic right to 
be heard. Indeed, for many of us, PEACE has come to mean the 
graveyard. 

Yet we are peoples in struggle. We derive inspiration from our 
forebears who have instilled in us the principles of selfdetermi­
nation. We aspire for the recognition and respect of our identities 
as peoples. From this recognition and respect will emerge the 
realization that those taken from us should be returned without 
pre-conditions. From this also shall arise a relationship based on 
mutual respect and benefit on the basis of cooperation. Only when 
such has been achieved shall we be truly self-determining, 
charting our own economic, political and socio-cultural destinies 
based on our own needs and capacities. 

To hasten the process by which these shall be achieved, we 
commit ourselves in strengthening our peoples' movements and 
consolidating our relations with one another and with peoples 
aspiring for human liberation. We shall strive to make our 
movements compatible with our social values and shall .. -.-- -- . - Illustrations pages 6&7 "Tibalyaw" Jan '92 
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~ methods of struggle that are available and 
appropriate for us. Further, we shall 
endeavour to facilitate the education and 
exchange network among the indigenous 
peoples and to pledge our support in 
launching campaigns for the dissemination of 
such information. At all times and venues we 
will militantly put forward our agenda for 
survival. 

Again, we reiterate we are peoples of 
PEACE and our immediate objective is to 
achieve self-determination for ourselves, but 
our ultimate objective is to march forward 
with other peoples to achieve human dignity, 
social justice and lasting peace. 

AFFIRMED by the participants of the 
Indigenous Peoples Workshop during the 
International Peace Festival Philippines 1991 
and ADOPTED by all participants of IPFP, on 
14 Sept 1991 at Los Banos. 

PROFILE: KAMP 
(Kalipualft R! M!. K.htuion! 
MaM.nuyu IS Pilipim) 

KAMP is composed of 
9 genuine indigenous 
peoples organizations 
from all over the 
Philippines. Years of 
colonial rule have institutionalized 
discrimination among the Filipino majority 
teaching them to regard tribal communities as 
second class citizens and therefore 
expendable. This present condition urged 
the consolidation of our ranks because in 
organization lies our power. We are pushing 
forward with our positions on land, collective 
rights, governance, poverty and self­
determination, not only to pursue our 
legitimate demand for participation in national 
affairs but also for survival. 

* Cordillera Peoples Alliance (C?A) * Luad ~Hndanaw (LM) 
* Aguman Dareng Malukang Keng Aeta (AJof.A), ~ueva Ecija/Samahan 
ng mga Katutubo sa Floridablanca (SKF), ?ampanga * Samahan 
ng mga Katutubo sa Sierra ~adre (SKSM) * Lubos ~a Alyansa ng 
mga Katutubong Ayta sa Sambales (LAKAS)/Salahang Maghahalaman 
sa Tumangan (SMT)/PAG-ASA * Naguyo-'Jyunor./Tagbanua Ka'y Boong 
(NAGTAGBO), Palawan * Kaisahan ng nga Katutubo sa Sierra 
Madre (KKSM), Rizal * Samahan ng 19a Katutubong Agta na 
Binabaka ang Suliranin 'Tungo sa Adhikair. (SAKABINSA), Rizal 
* Samahang Pantribo ng Mangyan sa Mincoro (SP~) 

Get to know us! We publish a bi-annual 
magazine, Tibalyaw. Overseas subscriptions 
cost US$15 from: KAMP, Rm. 701 Web-Jet 
Bldg. , 64 Quezon Ave (cnr B MA S t), Quezon 
City, Philippines. Phone: 712-09-51 local 14. 

Where there is Oppression, 
There is Resistance 

IN 1492, Christopher Columbus 'discovered 
America' and laid claim to the Indigenous 
Peoples' territories in the name of Queen 
Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain. 

In 1992, 'America', Spain, and the 
governments of some other countries will 
celebrate the quincentenary of Columbus' 
'discovery'. While some wish to believe that 
the subsequent colonization of the 
'Americas' and other areas paved the way 
for 'civilization' and Christianity to grow 
and prosper, many people think otherwise. 
Protest actions have been mounted against 
this celebration of invasion and the 
Indigenous Peoples continue to tell the real 
story of their ancestors. 

Filipinos are greatly affected by the 
'discovery of America' . Inspired by 
Columbus' journey, Ferdinand Magellan set 
sail from Spain reaching the Marianas in 1521 
and landed on the island of Samar on March 
17th. These 471 years of colonizers and neo­
colonizers have witnessed the attempted 
genocide of the Indigenous Peoples of the 
Philippines. 

The 'discovery' myth romanticized the 
conquest, rape and pillage by European 
powers, genocide of the native peoples and 
subjugation of the Third World. For the 
Third World and all the Indigenous Peoples, 
the term "500 years of colonization" is not 
accurate enough. They have not remained 
passive - with 500 years of colonization also 
came "500 YEARS OF RESISTANCE". 
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RAMOS: CIVILIl .[ OR MILITARIST? 
~ Co~tin~ed _~ ~] ?age 1 

People became aware of his ambitions 
during the past four years as surveys 
proliferated projecting Ramos as the leader 
needed to save the country from crisis. 

Ramos' unwavering support for his 
commander-in-chief paid off. Cory returned 
the favour by backing him for the presi­
dency. Announcing her choice of Ramos over 
Ramon Mitra at the EDSA commemorative 
rites in February, she gave him full, open 
and unrelenting support. With the entire 
bureaucracy as a campaign machine and 
government finances for patronage and dole­
outs, a lot of politicians were manoeuvred to 
the side of Lakas EDSA-NUCD, Ramos' 
political party. Through the almost unlimited 
exposure he enjoyed on government-owned 
msdia (3 television stations and a network of 
public radio stations) EDSA-NUCD reached 
the majority of the nation's grassroots. But, 
his credibility was still somewhat tarnished 
by the criticism of the churches for his role 
in the Marcos dictatorship. 

The May 11 elections were unique. For 
the first time, national and local elections 
were synchronized. Voters simultaneously 
elected officials for every level of 
government, from president down to mayors 
and city counsellors. Nation-wide 87,770 
candidates contested some 17,000 positions. 
A voter in Manila, for example, would have 
had to write in 35 names. The president is 
elected for a fixed term of 6 years 
(beginning on June 30) on a 'first past the 
post' basis. In other words, a candidate 
does not need an overall majority. The 
system is the result of ratification of the new 
constitution in 1987. Typically, however, 
the rich, famous and powerful dominated the 
national elections. 

Bio-data: FIDEL HEDDIE" V. RAMOS 
(Lakas ng EDSA [EDSA Power] party) 

f 
Born: March 18, 1928 in Lingayen, 
Pangasinan. Education: Bachelor of 
Science, US Military Academy (West 
Point); MBA, Ateneo de Manila 

University; M.S. in Civil Engineering, 
University of Illinois. Received military 
training through the years in America. 

.J 1952: Member of the Philippine 
• Expeditionary Forces to Korea, he was .n. a reconnaissance platoon leader of the 

20th Battalion Combat Team. 

?age B 

During the war in Vietnam, he was 
operations commander of the 1st Philcag 
team as well as Presidential Assistant 
on Military Affairs, 1968-69. 
1970: Became chief of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines Intelligence Service. 
1972: On September 21, Marcos 
declared martial law. Thousands of 

people were imprisoned; democratic rights 
suppressed; mass media was silenced; and 
Congress was abolished. 

f 1975: Ramos became Director General of 
the Philippine Constabulary. 
1982: Vice Chief of Staff of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP). 

f 
1986: After the EDSA Uprising, AFP 
Chief of Staff. 
1988-91: Appointed Secretary of 
National Defense. Ii 1992: Elected President of the Republic .n of the Philippines. 

As we go to press, the Philippine 
Congress and the national election commis­
sion COMELEC have indicated that it would 
be able to proclaim Fidel Ramos as president 
by June 30. 

1991 A Year of OPLANs 
(4 Continued from ?age 4) 

This therefore betrays the fundamental 
reason behind the violation of the Filipino 
peoples' basic democratic and human rights. 
As surmised by the indigenous peoples of 
Marag Valley, counter-insurgency is a mask 
for the protection and the preservation of 
foreign and local elite interests in the 
country. 

At,1NESTY REPORT 
(~ Continued from Page 5) 

The entire process of investigating 
violations and bringing people to justice is, 
in fact, biased in favour of the military. 
"Investigations and prosecutions take place 
within the military system, and even the 
Philippines' Human Rights Commission and 
civil courts tend to accept soldiers' testi­
mony without question. Witnesses, lawyers 
and activists are often threatened and 
sometimes even killed if they take on the 
mili tary . II 

The report is available fro:n the Amr.esty International office 
in your state at $8 plus postage. 



INDIGENOUS WOMEN I ENVIRONMENT, and 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PART III 

By Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Cordillera Women's Education and Resource Center 

MILITARIZATION AS A 
PARTNER OF 'DEVELOPMENT' 

Militarization came along with all these 
attempts to wrest control over the land from 
the indigenous women and men. All 
throughout history 1 indigenous peoples were 
subjected to the worst forms of militarization 
for them to surrender their lands to 
colonizers and business corporations. The 
symbolic existence of indigenous women with 
the land was destroyed all in the name of 
development. 

The worst form of destruction to the 
ancestral domain and environment were done 
by multinational corporations and 
government agencies. Open pit mining 1 

indiscriminate logging 1 short-lived big dam 
projects 1 and other destructive 
infrastructure were pushed through with the 
help of oppressive laws and militarization. 

Presently 1 several indigenous people's 
communities in the Cordillera are being 
subjected to severe aerial bombings and 
strafing. Marag Valley in Apayao where the 
last remaining tropical rainforests within the 
Cordillera are located is one of these places. 
It was learned that logging concessionaires 
are supporting these military operations 
because they would like to pursue their 
logging operations which were stopped by 
Aggays and Isnegs (indigenous people living 
in this area) . 

RESPONSES OF INDIGENOUS WOMEN 
Indigenous women in the Third World did 

not take all these lying down. While their 
roles in written history remained invisible 1 

the women were in the forefront in many of 
the struggles launched against efforts of 
government or multinational corporations to 
dislocate them from their beloved ancestral 
homelands. The struggle against the World 
Bank-sponsored Chico River Dam Project in 
the Cordillera region in the Philippines is 
just one of the many fine examples. The 
Chipkko movement in India is another. 

In the Chico Dam struggles 1 the indi­
genous women in the Cordillera organized 
themselves and trekked to the site where the 
surveyors set camp. They dismantled the 
tents of the men and carried these to the 
town capital. Together with men 1 they were 

detained several times in the military 
barracks because of their stiff opposition to 
the government project. 

However 1 they did not allow themselves 
to be cowed and continued resisting until the 
World Bank and the Philippine government 
were forced to cancel the whole project. This 
experience was sited by Waldon Bello in his 
book Development Debacle as one of the 
worst setbacks suffered by one of the most 
sophisticated international financial 
institutions. This defeat was offered by pre­
industrial tribal people. 

The resistance offered by the Mainit 
women in the Cordillera against the biggest 
mmmg corporation in the Philippines 1 

Benguet Corporation 1 is another. \vhen they 
were offered cash by the company 1 the 
women and men discussed among themselves 
how to react to the offer. The women said 
that if they get the cash they may be able to 
buy what they immediately need. However 1 

this will mean that their ricefields will be 
gone forever. \vhere will they get the next 
supply of rice when the cash runs out? They 
decided to stick it out with their fields and 
forests and fought the mining corporation. 
This also happened in the mid-70's. Up to 
now the IT'Jning corporation is still trying to 
convince them to have their lands mined. 

Challenge to Feminists, Environmentalists 
and Development Activists 

TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE: 

Detail of a pen and ink draw in; by Ben Cabrera fro:n the 
series, Images of Women in the Cordillera. 
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THE POLLUTED 
METROPOL.lS 

13"Y E"'\7.A.. S _ DL.A..Z 

Reprinted from the "Philippine Daily Inquirer" 
in FEEDBACK Vol. 2 No.1 Jan/Feb 1991 
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FEEDBACK is published by the Center for 

Environmental Concerns, 3rd Floor, Constancia Bldg. , 
71 E. Timog Avenue, Quezon City 1104, Philippines. 
Overseas Subscription: US$30 for 6 issues. 

A Profile of the Centre for Environmental Concerns 
was printed in this Newsletter Vol. 5 No. 6 Nov/Dec '91. 
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MOUNTAINS of stinking garbage. 
Rivers and other waterways 
black with toxic wastes. Air 
heavy with fumes and smog and 
dust. And the jarring noise from 
the traffic, radios in jeepneys, 
and the factories. 

All these contribute to the 
deterioration of life in Metro 
Manila. They take their toll on 
everyone who leaves her house 
and hits the streets on her way 
to school or to work every 
morning. In the past 30 years, 
surface, air, water and noise 
pollution in the metropolis has 
built up unchecked and today 
threatens the health of Metro 
Manilans. 

At least four government 
agencies and some private sector 
associations, as well as hundreds 
of government officials and non­
government entities are carrying 
out anti-pollution drives of one 
sort or another. And yet, 
thousands of persons suffer each 
year from respiratory diseases 
such as asthma and pneumonia 
that medical experts say can be 
traced directly to the patients' 
prolonged exposure to polluted 
air, water and environment in 
general. 

Indeed we have plenty to 
think and worry about in so far 
as our environment is concerned. 
A recent study financed by the 
Asian Development Bank looked 
into the state of pollution and 
environmental degradation in 
Metro Manila. 

Aside from identifying the 
sources of pollution, the study 
said that a huge amount of money 
is required to bring about some 
order in the fight against 
pollution so that the rate of 
deterioration could be checked 
and reversed. The study 
revealed that at least 4,000 tons 
of garbage are generated daily 
by Metro Manilans, but only 
about 3,400 tons are collected. • 



Some 600 tons are left scattered in the 
streets or clogging canals, esteros and the 
drainage system. Last September, about 
4,000 tons of garbage piled up daily in the 
streets of the metropolis because trash 
collection have virtually corne to a halt. The 
uncollected garbage was believed to be one 
of the causes of the big floods last August. 
Rotting garbage is even worse. Aside from 
fouling the air, uncollected trash is a threat 
to one's health. 

The ADB study also said that most of the 
rivers running through the metropolis have 
been "so polluted that they have become 
biologically dead." No fish or any other 
living object can survive in them. Some of 
these rivers are unsafe for swimming or 
bathing. 

The study also identified noise at 
extremely high levels, especially that 
generated by factory machinery, that can 
damage the ear permanently. 

The study was conducted to determine 
the extenLof pollution in the metropolis and 
to come up with possible solutions. But as 
Dr. Nelia Cortes-Maramba of the UP College 
of Pharmacology said, "We don't need elabo­
rate measuring devices to say there is air 
pollution in Metro Manila. You just have to 
see how dirty your hanky becomes after 
travelling from your home to the office and 
you will agree that there is too much pollu­
tion around us." 

Car I Factory Fumes Poisoning City Air 

"Air pollution in Metro Manila has turned 
from bad to worse." - "The metropolis has 
now acquired a canopy of pollution, a dark 
haze resembling the dark clouds of a coming 
typhoon." These are some of the observa­
tions of health and medical experts studying 
the worsening problem of air pollution in 
Metro Manila. And the increase in asthma, 
pneumonia and other diseases of the lungs 
over the past few years tends to support 
these observations. 

. Prof. Elma Torres of the UP Institute of 
Public Health, who is conducting pollution 
monitoring research, was herself affected by 
the polluted air. Her doctor advised her to 
rest for a month last year and to avoid expo­
sure to smoke and smog. But since she 

teaches at the Taft Avenue area near the 
Philippine General Hospital which is one of 
the heavily polluted areas in Metro Manila, 
Torres had to go on leave just to avoid the 
smoke. Her doctors said her mild coughing 
could have led to asthma or broncho­
pneumonia if she continued being exposed to 
smoke, dust and other pollutants. 

At least four government agencies are 
involved in pollution monitoring and control. 
The Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) is the lead agency with 
its National Capital Region office as its 
implementing arm. The other agencies are 
the Environmental Management Bureau 
(EMB), which is also under the DENR, the 
Laguna Lake Development Authority 
(LLDA), the Metro Manila Authority (MMA) 
and the local government units. 

No Accurate Data 

None of the agencies can give accurate 
data on the extent of air pollution in the 
metropolis. "We don't have data that will 
show the extent of the problem," is the 
usual reply given to the researchers. 

Pollution monitoring in Metro Manila 
began in 1976 when the National Pollution 
Control Commission (NPCC) was created "to 
provide for the prevention, control and 
abatement of air pollution from motor 
vehicles. But former NPCC officials said 
hardly any funds were provided to ensure 
the implementation of pollution control rules. 
A recent study funded by the ADB said this 
"exemplifies the lack of national government 
support for the implementation of pollution 
control policies." 

Lack of money also lead to the junking of 
pollution monitoring devices which all conked 
out several years ago. In 1987, the EMB was 
formed with the merger of the NPCC and the 
National Air and \vater Pollution Commission 
(NAWPC). Given the same NPCC function 
but also suffering from lack of money, the 
EMB was reduced to a policy and regulatory 
board which cannot even enforce the rules 
for lack of police powers. 

Meanwhile, cases against factories and 
industrial firms are piling up. And the 
environmental situation in Metro Manila is not 
getting any better. 

"The metropolis has now acquired a canopy of pollution, a dark haze resembling the dark 
clouds of a corning typhoon." 

?aga 11 



The Philippines Australia Solidarity Group 
(PASG) Queensland welcomes membership of 
individuals who support the struggle of the 
Filipino peoples for independence, freedom 
and democracy. Members and subscribers are 
of diverse background including Filipinos and 
non-Filipinos. PASG QLD has close links with 
Filipino community organisations in Australia, 
the Philippines, and the Asia-Pacific region. 
We receive information from Philippine trade 
unions, religious groups (Christian and Non­
Christian), women, peasant organisations, 
rural and urban-based groups, teachers, 
environmentalists and the indigenous peoples. 
PASG QLD can provide resource material, 
slides and videos as well as speakers. 

PASG QLD. aims to generate support in 
Australia for all Filipino organisations 
working for genuine democracy, freedom and 
sovereignty; to end Australian military aid to 
the Philippines and to oppose all forms of 
foreign intervention in the affairs of the 
Filipino peoples. 

Indigenous Peoples from the Philippines 
Attend Earth Summit in Brazil 

Following their very successful speaking 
tour in Australia, Ben Jugatan and Palawig 
Cabalic of LAKAS (see the centre pages of the 
previous Newsletter), accompanied by Sr. 
Menggay Balazo, travelled to Brazil for the 
Earth Summit in Rio. The Cordillera People's 
Alliance (CPA) is also represented. We hope 
to bring you their impressions of this U. N . 
Environment and Development Conference in 
our coming issues of the Newsletter. 

PASG Q'ld. 
P.O. Box 174 
St. Lucia 4067 
Queensland 

JOIN PASG QUEENSLAND OR 
SUBSCRIBE TO ITS NEWSLETTER 

Would you like to know more about PA.S.G. OLD.? Please let us 
send you a copy of our Aims and Objectives and Constitution. 
Contact us if you would like to know about organised exposures 
with non·government peoples' organisations in the Philippines. 
Cash donations for solidarity work are always greatly appreciated. 
Please let us know if you wish to contribute to a specific project. 
SUBSCRIBE to the Newsletter. $12 for 6 issues by post in Australia. I 

(a portion of your payment covers the cost of complimentary copies 
to other groups in the region.) 
Join PASG OLD - the annual $22 membership fee includes 6 issues 
of the Newsletter. We hold regular monthly meetings in Brisbane. 

WRITE TO: 
The P.A.S.G. Co-ordinator, PO Box 174, SI. Lucia Qld. 4067 

or PHONE: (07) 891 5877 


