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UNITE AND ADVANCE THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE 
Statement of the ND F on its 18th anniversary 

APRIL 24 1973. The height of martial rule. 
In this dark stage of our history was born 
the National Democratic Front (NDF). 

Eighteen years have passed since the 
NDF first issued its 10-Point Program to 
rally the people to wage their gallant 
struggle for a free and democratic order. 

From its inception, the NDF was a 
beacon of revolution against the repressive 
r uling order. Calling on the people to forge 
the broadest and strongest possible unity, 
the NDF urged Filipinos to overthrow the 
US-Marcos dictatorship and establish a 
society that truly serves the masses' 
interest. Against the repressive darkness, 
the fires of resistance burned brightly. 

The NDF, along with its member organi­
zations, waged a relentless struggle against 
the hated dictatorship. Despite difficulties 
and the severest of hardships, the revolu­
tionary forces grew and flourished. Millions 
filled the ranks of the anti-dictatorship 
movement. In 1986, the Marcos regime was 
ousted with the force of a united people in 
the now historic EDSA uprising. 

The Aquino regime that took over made 
many promises - promises that were broken 
at every turn. 

Sovereignty and independence? Early in 
its existence, the new regime had already 
betrayed the country to US and Japanese 
imperialist interests and to the dictates of 
the IMF-World Bank and multinational oil 
companies. 

Land Reform? Congress made a grand 
show of enacting an agrarian reform code, 
only to come up with a law that hopelessly 
favored big landlords. 

Higher wages? Whatever wage hikes 
there were for workers and employees were 
quickly eroded by a galloping inflation rate. 
.Teachers who dared launch protest actions 
to demand the implementation of duly 
mandated salary increases soon found them­
selves kicked out from their jobs. 

Human Rights? Massacres 1 bombings, 
forced evacuations, torture, illegal arrests 
and summary executions are very much a 
part of today's repressive political land-
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scape. The Aquino government now bears 
the dubious distinction of having surpassed 
the sordidness of the Marcos dictatorship's 
human rights record. 

The new regime opened the door of peace 
negotiations with the revolutionary forces, 
dangling the possibility of a comprehensive 
political settlement. But the government's 
insincerity was soon laid bare. And soon did 
the bodies of massacred farmers demanding 
genuine land reform lie scattered along the 
passage to Malacafiang. 

With the infamous Mendiola Massacre, 
the regime had declared "total war" against 
the people. 

Once more, the Filipino people have been 
ushered into another dark stage of history. 
And once more, the fires of resistance burn 
brightly. 

As we enter the decade of the 90' s, a 
new hope dawns for the suffering Filipino 
people: the hope that their years of pains­
taking armed and political struggles will soon 
bear fruit and that the nation's deliverance 
from imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat 
capitalism is at hand. 

Last year, the ND F successfully con­
vened its First Congress where it ratified its 
new program - a program that outlines its 
vision of the free, democratic and just order 
it is struggling to build. To a nation beset 
by crisis, the ND F offers its program of 
struggle and governance as a viable alter­
native to the bankrupt ruling order. 

The ND F struggles for a Philippines free 
from the clutches of US imperialism and its 
local allies. The US military bases shall be 
dismantled. No foreign power shall be 
allowed to set up military bases on Philippine 
soil or operate militarily from Philippine 

. 

The NDF fights for the establishment of 
a democratic coalition government, a 
government that genuinely serves the 
interests of the people - the workers and 
peasants 1 professionals and intellectuals, 
the Bangsamoro and peoples of the Cordillera 
and other indigenous peoples, women, youth 
and nationalist businessmen. 
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The revolutionary masses, with the help 
of the NDF, have already sown the seeds of 
people's government in many barrios, dis­
tricts and municipalities across the country. 
In these fledgling organs of political power, 
officials who are chosen through democratic 
elections work to advance the welfare and 
interests of their constituents. 

The NDF promotes the human rights and 
basic freedoms of the people - the freedom of 
thought and expression; the freedom of the 
press; the freedom of domicile and 
movement; and the freedom of religious 
belief and practice. The people shall be 
assured of opportunities for gainful employ­
ment and livelihood. 

While these rights and freedoms are 
enshrined in the Aquino constitution and in 
international agreements signed by the 
regime, the government merely pays lip 
service to them. In its daily conduct, the 
Aquino regime brazenly violates its own 
constitution's provisions on human rights 
and makes a mockery of international human 
rights covenants. 

The NDF struggles to 
complete its own agrarian 
reform program started in 
guerrilla zones 
nationwide. Even now, 
the NDF has lowered land 
rent and in many areas, 
distributed land for free 
to the peasants who till 
them. At this early stage, 
revolutionary land reform 
has already benefited 
millions of farmers not 
only in terms of raised 
incomes. Step by step, 
revolutionary land reform 
frees the peasantry from 
oppressive feudal 
relations by eroding the 
power base of the 
landlord class. 

The NDF advances nation-alistindustrial­
ization and struggles to free the economy 
from the stranglehold of imperialist and 
monopoly control. Agriculture will be 
modernised to serve the needs of industry 
and improve farmers' livelihood. Strategic 
industries such as banking, energy, chemi­
cals, pharmaceuticals and telecommunications 
will be nationalised and freed from -the 
ownership or control of imperialists and their 
local comprador and bureaucrat allies. But 

the private sector will continue to play a 
significant role in economic development 
even as the cooperative sector is expanded 
and the state assumes the leading role in 
production. 

The ND F shall implement a comprehen­
sive and progressive social policy. Con­
cerned for the welfare of all Filipinos, 
especially the oppressed and exploited 
classes and sectors, the ND F even now 
strives to fill up the vacuum in social 
services, especially in the countryside, by 
launching campaigns and programs to 
improve literacy, health care and 
production. 

The ND F leads in promoting a nationalist 
and progressive people's culture. The 
emerging counter-culture is one that strug­
gles against the dominant culture which 
makes foreign and feudal exploitation and 
oppression palatable to the people. A 
national democratic cultural revolution is 
now being waged to create a consciousness 
that will impel the people to fight and over­
throw their oppressors. This consciousness 

shall give birth to a 
truly national and pro­
gressive people's 
culture. In various 
regions, the ND F is 
implementing an educa­
tion campaign that 
seeks to liberate 
workers and peasants 
from the shackles of 
ignorance, super­
stition and the lies and 
half-truths propagated 
by the ruling classes. 

The NDF upholds 
the rights of the 
Bangsamoro, Cordil­
lera peoples and other 
indigenous peoples to 
self-determination and 
democracy. The ND F 
upholds their rights to 

decide their own destiny, to free themselves 
from national exploitation, to achieve demo­
cracy and rule themselves and to pursue 
social progress in accordance with their 
specific conditions. This principled stand is 
in line with the NDF's aspiration to build a 
Philippines where there is unity, equality 
and solidarity of all peoples and 
nationalities. 

Cont1nu.~ on Paqa 10 • 
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The NDF fights for the revolu­

tionary emancipation of women in all 
spheres. Women suffer from distinct 
forms of oppression stemming from 
patriarchy that has been ramified by 
feudalism, colonialism and capitalism. 
Among others, women are marginal­
ized from decision-making in the 
home, in social life and government. 

The national democratic revolution 
being waged by the ND F is fertile soil 
for the germination and growth of 
w~men' s liberation. The ND F launches 
education programs to make women 
and men aware of gender issues and 
shall strive to institute measures to 
correct inequities against women in 
various spheres of life. 

The NDF promotes an active, 
independent and non-aligned foreign 
policy. The NDF rejects all forms of 
foreign intervention and interference 
in the country's internal affairs. It 
supports all struggles and initiatives 
that enhance the sovereignty, inde­
pendence and equality of nations and 
promote international peace and pro­
gress. 

The NDF perseveres in waging 
people's war to realize this new 
democratic order. But it remains open 
to talks with the Aquino government 
towards the forging of a comprehen­
sive political settlement that shall 
bring about a just and lasting peace. 
For its part, the NDF had already set 
forth its proposed agenda for talks 
last September; but the Aquino 
government has yet to respond to the 
NDF initiative. 

With the nation battered by a 
severe crisis born out of the regime' s 
pro-imperialist and anti-people poli­
cies, the NDF commits itself more than 
e"fer to fight for and advance the 
people's interests. 

FILIPINO PEOPLE, UNITE! 
OVERTHROW THE ANTI-PEOPLE 
PUPPET AQUINO GOVERNMENT! 

OVERTHROW THE OPPRESSIVE RULE 
OF US IMPERIALISM, FEUDALISM 
AND BUREAUCRAT CAPITALISM! 

ESTABLISH THE DEMOCRATIC 
COALITION GOVERNMENT! 

NDF National Executive Committee 
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COLONIZATION, MARKET ECONOMY: 
Impact on Indigenous Women and 

the Environment 

With the industrial revolution, capitalist 
development and subsequent colonization, 
the prominent role of indigenous women as 
resource managers and protectors of the 
environment changed. Subsistence economies 
which relied on nature or women for the 
satisfaction of basic needs had to be 
transformed into a market economy. Coloniz­
ation had to be done to ensure the 
continuous supply of raw materials and 
develop markets which will absorb the 
surplus products of rich nations. 

The framework of industrialization and 
capitalist accumulation has rendered the 
wealth created by nature and women 
invisible. Economic growth and productivity 
is measured with generation of cash, profit 
and surplus. Therefore, nature and 
indigenous peasant women who are engaged 
in subsistence food production and do not 
generate cash or surplus are not considered 
productive. They are simply resource base, 
raw materials, labor power and inputs. 

Development from the perspective of the 
western development experts and multi­
national corporations ensured the perpetua­
tion of the economic and political domination 
of the developed nations over the Third 
World; the domination of man over nature 
and over women. The green revolution of the 
"scientific agriculture II hastened the erosion 
of the subsistence economies to be subsumed 
into the market or cash economy. Cash crop 
production took precedence over production 
for sustenance. 

The symbiotic relationship of nature and 
women for the production of sustenance was 
disrupted. The management of food systems, 
forests and rivers were shifted from women 
to food and agri-business, multinational 
corporations, and international lending 
institutions. The integrated functions of 
agriculture, forestry, animal raising, and 
water management were dichotomized and 
fragmented. 

Forestry was treated 'independently of 
agriculture and the multiple functions and 
outputs of the forest were reduced into on.e -
lumber for cash and profit. Oppresslve 
forestry laws were enacted by colonial and 
post colonial governments to facilit~te the 
logging of the forests. Forests whlch are 
communally cared for by tribes and clans ~ 



INDIGENOUS WOMEN I ENVIRONMENT I and 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PART II 

By Victoria Tauli-Corpus 

Cordillera Women I s Education and Resource Center 

were declared government or public lands & 
reservations. The military apparatus was 
used if the indigenous people defended their 
forests. The imposition of the western brand 
of commercial forestry in the Third World 
and in indigenous peoples ancestral home­
lands led to the massive destruction of 
forests and resulted to permanent destruc­
tion of the en vironmen t . 

Social forestry which propagated single 
species I single commodity production planta­
tions, destroyed the biological diversity and 
integrity of living resources in the forests. 
This biological diversity is crucial for soil 
and water conservation. It also meant depri­
vation of the traditional land use rights of 
indigenous women over the forests. While 
logging corporations and governments bene­
fited from this arrangement, the women 
became marginalized. The men in the villages 
became lumberjacks who were paid measly 
sums which went into buying alcohol and 
tobacco. 

The green revolution has undermined 
the roles played by nature and indigenous 
women in sustainable agriculture. While 
before, the women were the ones who selec­
ted I stored and sowed varied indigenous rice 
varieties I this role was systematically 
removed from them. The control of seeds and 
crops, access to land use, forests and 
waters have shifted from women to multi­
national corporations, governments and 
international lending agencies. Renewable 
inputs from farms, forests and rivers are 
replaced by non-renewable inputs from 
multinational corporations producing fertili­
zers, pesticides, seeds and chemical animal 
feeds. 

Irrigation water which originally came 
from natural rivers, streams and springs, 
had to come from man-made diversion dams. 
The indigenous irrigation systems which 
maintained sophisticated rice terraces and 
which were communally cared for was taken 
over by the IBRD (International Bank for 
Rural Development) and the IMF-WB. This 
was done through national irrigation agen­
cies set up by the government. Flooding, 
drought, topsoil erosion and desertification 

has resulted from implementing development 
programs which violate the cycles of life in 
rivers, soils I mountains and forests. Cash 
cropping, logging, mining, and damming 
rivers have resulted to rivers and ground­
waters drying up, and also to water and air 
pollution. Water-logging and salinization 
developed because of the diversion of water 
from its natural routes. 

Commercial mining which is highly 
destructive to the land and the environment 
was imposed also through legislation and 
outright landgrabbing. Mining laws rode 
roughshod over ancestral land laws. Sus­
tainable small-scale mining activities of 
women and men were prohibited through laws 
and harassment by government and mining 
officials. The men were herded to mining 
camps leaving the women and the children to 
continue subsistence food production. later 
the women were brought to mining camps to 
become housewives. 

TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE: 
Militarization as a Partner of "Development" 

Detail of a pen and ink drawing by Ben Cabrera · from the 
series, Images of Wale:. in the Cordillera. 
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JOIN PASG QUEENSLAND OR SUBSCRIBE TO ITS NEWSLETTER 
The Philippines Australia Solidarity Group (PASG ) Queensland welcomes membership of 
individuals who support the struggle of the Filipino peoples for independence, freedom and 
democracy. The group meets regularly in Brisbane. Members and subscribers are of diverse 
background including Filipinos and non-Filipinos. PASG QLD has close links with Filipino 
community organisations in Australia, the Philippines, and the Asia-Pacific region. We receive 
information on Philippine trade unions, churches (Christian and Non-Christian) I women's 
groups, peasant organisations, rural conditions, teachers, environmental concerns, and the 
indigenous peoples in the Philippines. PASG QLD can provide resource material, slides and videos 
as well as speakers. CONTACT: The PASG Co-ordinator on (07) 221 9398. 

PASG QLD. aims to generate support in Australia for all Filipino organisations working for 
genuine democracy, freedom and sovereignty; to end Australian military aid to the Philippines 
and to oppose all forms of foreign intervention in the affairs of the Filipino peoples. 

ATTENTION: PASG Co-ordinator, P.O. Box 174, St. Lucia Qld. 4067. 
I would like to: [ ] know more about PASG. [ ] make a donation of $ ..... for solidarity work. 
[ ] join QLD PASG (membership includes a year's subscription to the Newsletter) - $22 enclosed. 
[ ] receive a one year subscription to the QLD P ASG Newsletter. I enclose payment of $12. 

NAME ..................................................................... . ....... . 

ADDRESS ............................................................................. . 

TEL. NO. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• (H) ••••••••••••••••....••.•••.•••••••••.•• (W) 

PASG Q'ld. 
P.O. Box 174 
St. Lucia 4067 
Queensland 


