


Ttre US Infsr&ation Service role
tns been that of creatirig a clinate of
fear by labellirg progressive groups in
the Philippines a3 "const'trlj.3t";it has

i also engaged in the planting of
coununist fat'ricted atrocity storj-es in
FiU.pino and f orei.gn nelrspapers.

The problen of violence in the
Philippines, the Report states
will neyEr be solved so loti,-ry aE il j-s

viewed along ideologlcal lines of
"deu.ocracl'" yersug "coluu;rtigt". The
probl.ens ere practj-cal anes of htnger.
larrdlessness, and uilitarl' abuse, arrd
violence will give hrsy when these
problens are addressed. The Report
highlights that. the principal reason
for the US involvenent with the
rrigllante groups 1s for the protection
of econouic and strategic
j.nterests.Ttris Imas evi-denced . by the
labe1lirE and targeting of thsse who
oppose the continued' presence of Us
rnilitary bases on Philippines -qoi1 ard
those 

"rho 
guestion the labour practlces

r,f the US and other uulti-national
i corporations. r

l
I copns OT TTIE REPORT ARE AYAILAELE FAOU

/ PASG-QLD AT A C05T 0F $r. Sg {including
postage)

TTIILITARISATION AND
DISDEVELOPMEHT IN

THE PHILIPPINES
Dr. Iiarrid Ll, Hyndnan

iDal-id r.s lectnrer, Itepa.rinent of
Anthrrop01ogy anrl Soci_oloU1r, Uni:iersrty
or f3r.leensland and PASG ccnrni"t.-r-ee
ri'earber. iie pr-esented this paper tcr ihe
r,{orkshop an Developnent Educatlon in
the Deep Nsrth on JuIy 198? sponsored
b;* Conmu:ity Aid Altroad)

"Defense" policy in the
Fhilippines has little to do with
deferding the state againsf foreign
inuaders. ft is fr:ndanentall1' e policy'_
designed t o Bnsure that the lncai ''
population supporLs
'pro-democracy/a.nti
proqrarnnie the arny has decided to
pursue in the rrane of the people. The
nilltary atts.ins econouic and social
abjecti''res throrEh pronoting nfltionsl
def ence .

il unconventional and urrdeclared
r,IRr erists behind the scenes of the
re.rolut ionary novenent in the
Phllrppines krrown ss Low fntensity
Conf lict {tIC}; a nert
nulti-dlnensional poli.tica1.
diplon-alic, etononic, psychological
arul ideologicu.l cor:nter-insurqientry
anili. tar-:' st rat egy of the llnit ed
Stales. The LfC strategy. according to
Schult.z. is a. "gIobal otf ensive
against conuunisn at the t rirrges or
the Ssviel Enpire'. LIC places .co'ij-et
expansionisn behind instability and
what the T-Inited Siates terms terrorisn
in the Ttr.ird ifurld. Projection oi a.n
'Erst-r,fest.'r'connuni.sn .trs denocracp
confli-ct within the Phi.lippines and
else',rhere in the Ttrird llor1d is r-rsed
tu obscure the true agenda of the
pratection arrd pronotion of 1I.5.
econunic and strategic interest:. In
the rqards of U.S. Colnnel ifaghelstein.
tIC is "total war at the grass roots
le.iel" . Because econonic aid ard
hunsnitarian assistance are regarded
as tIC weapons, the distinclins
betveen the U.5. Agencir f or
International Developnent (USAID). the
U. 5, inf ornation lgency {USIi.). the
Fentagon arrd the CIA becones blurred.

Tfie U.5. aruy published their
LIC n-rnual in 1981 callirq f or
pacif ication and cirilian parau.ilitarly
acfion Frograrures to secure pacified
areas. Large scale deplo-lrnent oi U 5.
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Frintinrg costs iorced
orlr cornitnent of
newslett er After this issue. our
newsletter v111 cone out bi-nonthly.
E*ch issue will t ocus on specif i.c
theues reflectlng the conFlexily and,diversity of Fr-riitical ard
socio-econoulc problens in theFhilippines. For this issue. E?e are
f c'cusing on uilitarisatlon.

Also, note the change in the
regular PASG u,onthly ueetings which is
nos noved to the 3rd tuesdag of the
nanth. fnfornational activitles are
Fart of the neetings sr'r nan-nentrers
are also welcone.

pASG Iiltlnthly rilpei,iriQS - pvriy tl,.ii-c!

t_ueide',, ci !-he r',-tonth , 7:ji_t pn at the Latin
American Center, ?64 Barrv Farade,

Valley. l"is. Susan Black will share
in:ights on her rer-:oflt- trip to the
Philippine: dunrng the August meeting.



nilits,ry t orces is avoided irr
Frei erence t ar srlrrLrr-l8.t.e f orces t-t. a-

t orces t rained f r-rI urrconvEntiorral
ot'8rati-ons arr'l denonstration of
strength through rilar ganes ard rra'ral
pre3errce. The I-I. 5. uses ' grlEglrgt tp
ir:i rxstrt-rct.ur-e' t B ref *r t.,: lhe
lornntion oi lscaI strrlctures in the
Fhrlippines arrd *Iseuhere in the Ttrrrd
Th-rr1d uSed t A COtilri_r.i i11;=t119911:ir a.rd
rgrr.i;s r-ise oi I-I. 5. riii:-i*r'g .r.rsist.*.IiL:E.
Th.e Ar-ared Fur-r:e:r ui tlie Ph:1ipp1rre-=
iAfF), under iguilic" s 'declars.lir'n of
',,,lEr ;rpEp,--h' t.'r ihe Fhilippine lliiitary
AL:edBn-v, hra.s int ensit red i. i:t
Crrrmtef-insnrgenr:ir Bpefglir:rrl-r. TirE
lrluino gcri,'ernnent' s f;Flan llanr.na1-an
cCIunter-insurgenclr F'rCIgrailJ[e foI].aws
Lhe tIC schene.

Earl-v in 198? Reagan e.pprlved
$U510 nillion tor the CLI's LIC
involvenenl in the Philippines-
irrcludirE nverf tighls hy I-TS plane:, la
tsrrlet gtrerill,q. DaruFs. teans rt iIA
advistrs, pravrsruiiirl; uf LrfiirFr-llers
snd colrputer t echnicians io
Philippines intelligence, creation rrf
ne$ polifical groups srd
nisirrtsrnatisn operations. I{evs
reports harre qnoted a ' r:ritical
TashirEton sonrce' fls saying tfiat the
CIA's plans harle heen RFFro\red b]'
Iquino. The I-I5 Hetional :iecurity
Cor-nciL pl*rr:r f r:r fhe Islarrd at llegrr-rs
to be used -q- ,f. np$ 'rilB.r lat,nralori'.' tr-r
derreloF arrd test tIC t erhniqr:e::.
Ne.grss w*-q selected due t o the
drauatiu- grlrrrlh 1n poFltlaril:r of the
llFrt ihrere nho lrsliB scored a nurnl,er ot
fi-cil-rries oyer 'Lhe nilitarY.

The drive tn integrate civi.c a.urd.

hr.m*nitarlan *id infcr the LiC Flrir.teglr
*ins t-o cn'lrdiniit,e rilI nilitary *r:rd
clrrilian re-qlruri-:es irr fln oi t errsive
*gainsl co&&ruli-:rirr. This ye*r the
Pentagon even f,realed an 0tflce ot
Hunnnitarian Assistsnce. Llnder lI-crt ial
tsrrr in the Fhilippines paraailiti.ry
Integrated Civilian Hsne Detenca
Forces were crBf,te'1 ai the nllitary's
ps.rtner in coruiter-insuoency, 19S€, ss$
tbe creation Lrf the ciTillan
anti-consunist deattr squads like A,1sa
UB.-*1. Thdfad. and Nakasaka. Eralorsed
by the Aguinr governnent, they conbs.t
i-nsurgerrci' in the RflIIe of 'peopl;e
psvEr' . Th-rese death sgr:sds .sre
notorios f or thelr r.iolalions af hr-urarr
rights. Ttra riFC screeninq of the
"Philippine }lilita.ry ltrachine" on Esur
Corrrers in April 198? highlighted the
hl'sterical anti-csnnunlst fervar of
the nilitary in the Ph'ilippines. The
Enrile f action oi the arn1- . n'hlch
protesses a reforuist idealisn. is
e$l8 IUr Cortrrslttgg f,CI An All 0U[
cournr:nist of f ensive. Tfre cease f ire.

consillered to be coDsunist
appeaseuent, lIRs ignored and current
Irilitary cease f ire rrialations
cCIntinue a lor:,9 historY of hunan
rights abu'se5 whru:h have never been
prosecttt^ed. The collapse of the cea-se

riie has reriewed i-ire civil $ar in t'Iie
Fhilippines. Frirmte aruies lj-ke llsa
lLtsa. r-nder the rrllitary warl-rrd
CoIsneI Calida in Davao CitY nf
Illndanac'. is ,;tre ai Inallj' lleqr rrigila-rrt'e
dea th srlui{.d:: operatinrg ag'tinst
civrlian-c ils be r-ronlinued i

f XPL]SI,IR^E TR'}P E'XPER'}ENIES

Joanrre Shears

{Jmrure. NFIF s.nd FASG nenber. llas
recelltLT irr the Phrlipprnes ard the
f lrllowi-rq \r'ErE her inpression: ard
act'ount of the e:rperrencei

Reeently. 1 nas f ortrmate to be
able to sperd two weeks in the
Philippines, talkirE with people of
the urban poor. visrting uith soue 0t
the sr€tar workers in Hegros ard
Btayillg with an indigenous tribal
slr$srlnity in Sanbales.

Everyrhere. the people I uet
inpressed Bn ne that the overridirg
Frobleu in the Phllippines contrafl' to
the clairrs nf the qovernnent. is not
counu:rist insurgency nor is it the
strikes arid agitatir-rn b:' the workers.

Fundanenta 1 F r ob.l-en-e.
Ttre aclual problens which treed

j-nnediate and farslghted attentiDn are
nn.ny and iniinldatirg-- the
interference ar:d influence of the U5,
the urgent need for land refore,the
int ran-qigence of fhe landowners,
foreign control of the econoey ard
uassj.ve debt-: to international Doney
agencies. lhe crushlng injusfices ad
corrupticrn endeu.j.c in the political
anl econouic eystees - ard the
violence perpetrated against the
people by the uilitary,the vigilantes.
the extreu.ist anti-countrnist grouPg
and the gor-rn scttnds hired bY
lanlowners and others.

Dang3_E_da:. i]-la1

The tide of violence has risen in
the harangafs, the countryside and the
cities since President Aquino cane to
power. The landovners. the rich ard
corn4rt see their previlege and power
threatened ard. fear their tine is



runni.rq out. The gorrerr:uent's approval
oi ever &ore flggressive ni1i.t-arir and
para-nj.litary aclivities ard lnerican
pronotinn and suFport for the strategy
of "IDr^' intensity contlict" in Hegros
gire li.cen::e to Bore randou killings
*d hr-r-rta.L1l1er.

It is a \rery hazard.or:s, darqerous
pla.ce to live- e\rerr nore sL'i f ar anyone
invoh'ed in organisirE resiste.nce ts
h,:.rraslier:t. far all end fe fLrreign
i::tel-,r*t:tiurr. i':r het.ter r,fa.rle!,. Ari,l
1*'irrg condif ion-c Dr er'en support

iircuFs whj-ch tri't.o allel'ia.te;1us.E of
the &isery rl people lrvrrlJ in
*,ppallit-*3 puverty.

Since the beginninr3 oi 1986,
nore fhnn ?0 organisers and activists
of the l.lational Fe'leraf ion of Sugar
tl'lrkers have heen nurdered- Lwc, of
then in the lwo rnreeks I $as there.
Desthi cones brrrtally - torture.
shooting. behea.ding. by tadta.d ichop
clr,-rF) witir cane knives.

Iri lIe.ni1a. anrl other clties. there
arg grerds srned uith handgrune at the
r:lunrs of aluosi every la.rge buildi.ng,
srrper&B.rkets, bookstores. f oad
auilets. 5o1d1ers in Lhe backs of'trr:cks ncrvirE thror,gh the traf t ic
carry 1116 s - in the prorinces they
tske ttreir guns houe wi.th therr an
pr$l1r: f rs.rrsport.

Polit iu-al and :+ocia1 conscirrusness
People all across the caunlry,

nore and nore, are becnning a$are of
the mlue uf solidarity, urf unity.
*nr-rng fhe thorlsa$ls vho live in the
frirlg*s ,:f the nountain of rubbish in
Ihnlla nollectlng a.n1 recysling
plastic br*gs. enpty tins. anlrthirq at
all that can be userf one nl-rre tlne anil
utrich r:an be sold fsr a tew cenlines,
c,runcils and schosls ha're been
organised.

fn lhe urban poor are€.s. health
c8.rB prc'grsns and ottrer i_lrproveu.ents
nre L'elng organlsed hir the people,
snne of the slreet vendc,rs are turitirq
a[e.in::t protection rackets. The denand
f,:r transier of lend ormership ts the
pea.sants and f or f air lsagee ard
conditions m.obilises xlflsses of people.
AII recognise the neerl for solidarlty
agaiust the political. econonic srd
niU-tary interf erence of the U5.

eggrRge ard'leterefnation
The oppositian whi.ch lhe peaple

face is inplacable and perueates ererT
aspect of Philippines society.
Artirrisfs know thst they rislc a brutal
ard prenature death tor doing lrbat
they do but they keep goirry enlray.

Ho orre I spoke to $as feartul of
the New Peoples Arny or condeuned the

.

arned stnEgle. Hot eYeryone wou1d. go
to lhe hills to flghl i nany Frlrsue
the struggle for iustice ard genuine
ilenncrg.cy where they live and work)
but they urrderstend ard respect the
reasons of those who do.

'11': ir-".slilrrl ilu,pres;i*rr I hr,-q.ve uI
the FeLrFlE I net is of fheir digrr:-ty
and .1-rile coura.qe. The! are deternirred
that progres=ive chf,rqe w111 cone to
f.heir ,:rr-uitrY a.nl fhat lhre! t*il1 be
s,nDn'l tlie pusit.irre ailEnl:i t o br:-rrg
al'uuL ttiCIse changes. Ilay sur:Eess be
tbeil:: - l.ltd s'lnlr.

YTTA T TS PASO?

Thc PASG (Olil r's pzrt of e astioast
orgaaisetioa .shich hes affices ia sll
statc cepitsls edd id CtaDett. ft Driags
togclher people of dircrse bactg-rouads
z.dd i"ocludcs both Aaslraliaas t.na
filipiaas liriag in Austrnlie. As tefl, it
hts close li,ats with Filipiao Coa.aunity
Orga.aisetioas ia Aastrelin aad thc
Pht'Iippines- A.aoag its members thcrc'src people yith exteasire Philippiacs
crpcrieace titb td.fatmetioa oa trtdc
ua ioas, ionca's org*aisrlioaa i.a dustria
vortiag coaditioas, pca.sa.al
orgaaisetioas. rarsf vortiag coaditioas,
terc,bcrs vortiag coaditioas rad schools.
the rolc of tbe churches khristien eao
aoa-cbristieo ) ead the coaditioi.as ot
t.ribsl Ftlipiaos- The PASG Rrisbe.ac
provides tesource oaterids such &j
rideos ead slides zs vcll ts spcetctr.

The objectives of the PASE t.re to
ge.dcrste support io Aastrelia for al)
Filtbiao orga.disatiaas yortiag: fot
geauidc deaocracy, frccdoa saa
sorereigaly. lo ead Austreliza ailitert
tid to rhc Philippiaes aad to oppose tll
foras of foreiga ialervcalioa ia the
a.ff*irs of lhc Filipiao peoplc.

$.r*ytr{Iryf,fryfilFf

E Hugusl 25 .1987 - shouing of Fr. Brian
Sore's film " I loued Ferdie " nt lhe Drop
-in fentre of the FlltH, ,41 V,iliq.r9.St.
lllest [nd, l2:50 pm.

* $eptember I l,l gg? - shouring of the
same film at the f,hrist the King f,hurch
{staff roorn}. Grareuille, ?:I0 pm.


